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James Vitez Farm ca. 1902
Mineral Spring
Private

The James Vitez Farm is located on Mill Run Road, east of
Friendsville-Addison Road and across from Mill Run itself.
The farm consists of a house, barn and several outbuildings.

The house is a two-story, gable-roofed, T-plan dwelling, measuring
three bays across the facade. The facade points SE. A one-story hipped-
roof porch covers the facade and a one-story shed addition fills in the
T on the NE elevation.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The James Vitez Farm is located on Mill Run Road, East of Friendsville - Ad-
dison Road and across from Mill Run itself. The area around the farm is heavily
wooded and the land rises steeply about 100 yards to the N of the main house. The
farm consists of a house, barn and several outbuildings.

The house is a two-story, gable-roofed, T-plan dwelling, measuring three bays
across the facade. The facade points SE. A one-story hipped-roof porch covers
the facade and a one-story shed addition fills in the T on the NE elevation.

The house rests on a low stone foundation and the stud-construction walls are
covered with grey asbestos shingle over tongue-in-groove siding. On the NE and
SW gable ends, the windows on the first floor are modern bay windows. All other
windows are plain board surrounds. The central facade door has a glass panel
in its upper half and has a two-paned transom.

The roof is covered with standing seam-metal. The house has one interior
stove chimney in the T. The facade porch roof is covered with tar paper and is
supported by four turned posts. A plain balustrade of square posts runs between
the posts. The rear shed porch, attached to the shed addition on the NE elevation,
is modern.

The interior features a central staircase with a single room on each side.
The T contains the kitchen.

At the NE elevation is the mineral spring for which the area is named. The
spring provides the house's water.

To the SW of the house is a frame bank barn. The barn rests on a low stone
foundation and has a gambrel roof. The walls are covered with horizontal boards,
painted red. The rafter ends are exposed and the roof is covered with corrugated
metal.

East of the barn is a one-story, gable-roofed, frame garage. The walls are
covered with vertical boards and the roof is covered with tarpaper. N of the barn
is a corn crib.

North of the house are the remains of a stone foundation. According to the
owners, a log house stood at one time upon this site , The stone foundation is

the only above ground evidence remaining.

Northwest of the house are two shed-roofed outbuildings, both covered with
vertical boards.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to the owners, as well as USGS topographical maps, this is the site

of the Mineral Spring from which the area takes its name.

On this site in the nine-

teenth century were a store and post office, forming the center of the community of
Mineral Spring. This community, along with Selbysport and Friendsville, are the
three towns mentioned by Scharf in the Selbysport Election District in 1882.

In 1882, Mineral Spring was the smallest of the three communities, but never-

theless harbored several activities unique to it in the area.

These included woolen

mills, run by Alfred Daniels, a saw mill, run by John M. Miller, and tinsmithing,
~bracticed by Lewis Neil. There were, in addition, two merchants, one of which was

lso the postmaster, and three millers.

The house was probably built ca 1902 or 1904, possibly as a residence for
the postmaster/merchant. The house is fairly typical of middle-class housing at

that time in Garrett County.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Ann Burns, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION _ DATE
Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines April 1981
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Shaw House, 2] State Circle (301) 269-2438

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 1381 Ka,
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
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John Vitez Farm

Garrett Co., MD

Photo: V. Cesna 5 Nov. 1980
Facade-SE elev; NE elev.
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John Vitez Farm

Garrett Co., MD

Photo: V. Cesna 5 Nov., 1980
NW & SW elevs.



